Friends of Portage Lake
Our Mission
To learn, study and
monitor the condition
of Portage Lake and
take steps to keep it
healthy and viable.

www.portagelakefriends.org
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President’s Report...

Annual Elections Sept. 27,
2013 Weed Control Plans to be Announced
We are pleased with the number of
folks who have joined the Friends of
Summer is quickly drawing to a
Portage Lake as members. For 2012 we
close. It has been a hot, dry summer
have approximately 65 members. On
which has had impacts on the lake not
Thursday, September 27th at 7:00
seen in years. The cooler weather
pm we will hold our first annual memlately has been a welcome change.
bership meeting where an election will
Though our family always struggles
be held for board members and plans
with the idea of taking the boats and
for 2013 will be discussed. A potluck
dock out of the lake, we know fall will
will be held beforehand starting at 6:00
be another beautiful season.
pm for those who would like to join in.
I want to begin by
We are hoping to have
thanking the many famia representative from
Potluck & Annual
lies who have helped supProfessional Lake
Meeting
port a successful invasive
Management with us
weed treatment program
Thursday, Sept. 27, 6 pm
to discuss this year’s
Klines Resort Clubhouse
this summer. We have
treatment and what is
$1 brats & dogs
been able to fund the
recommended for
Bring dish to pass & table service.
treatment of some of the
coming years.
densest growth areas of
Anyone who is interested is welcome
invasive weeds in the developed areas
to attend this annual meeting. We hope
of the lake. The results in treating Caour members will make a special point
bamba in Snug Harbor and the south
to come and cast their vote for board
end of the lake were better than exmembers. Ballots will be mailed to
pected. Professional Lake Managemembers prior to the meeting
ment did an excellent job treating the
date. Let your board representative or
invasive weeds and has recently premyself know if you have an interest in
sented a recommended plan for manbeing nominated for a board position.
aging the lake in the coming years.
Please contact any committee memThis would not be possible without
ber if you have questions on the Sepyour support of the triathlon in June,
tember meeting or any of the items we
the pancake breakfast held recently,
are working on as a board. Thank you
Friends of Portage Lake membership
for your support of our efforts and your
dues, and many generous donations.
interest and concern for our beautiful
Thank you again.
lake. Hope to see you on the 27th!
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Committee
Members
Greg Dedes
Nancy Lane & Snug Harbor
greg@cornerstonecm.com

Elayna Grody
elayna13@aol.com

Kevin Hughes Davis Drive
chrisnkev19@comcast.net

Dave & Kathy Kauffman
SE end of lake/Rivolake Dr
smikky@gmail.com

Phil Kline

Klines Resort
lakefrontPhil@MSN.com

Terry Large East Shore Ln
sherryk1@msn.com

Marie Lewis

Lake Ave.
dandmlewis2@gmail.com

Mark Parks

North end
(except E. Shore Ln)
mark@jergensinsulation.com
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Portage Lake Report

FPL Membership & Election Information
With our first elections just a few weeks away, here is a
summary of election procedures from our bylaws:
Friends of Portage Lake is a not-for-profit Michigan
Corporation. It is organized on a membership basis. In
order to be a member, a person must meet all of the following qualifications:
1. Own or rent a lot or parcel with lake frontage on (or
permanent recorded access to) Portage Lake in
St. Joseph County, Michigan.
2. Be reasonably current in paying all dues and assessments (as “reasonably current” is determined by the
Board of Directors). As a rule, this means dues must
be paid by July 1 in order to vote at the annual meeting in September.
Voting Rights. Each lot or parcel which qualifies for
membership and for which all dues/assessments are
paid current shall have one (1) membership and only
one (1) vote. If there is more than one owner of any
such lot or parcel and they cannot all agree on their
vote for a particular membership vote, the vote for
that lot or parcel shall not count (i.e. a vote for a
particular lot or parcel cannot be split).
Multiple memberships: If a landowner owns two or
more full lots or parcels, each parcel or lot shall
have one (1) membership if separate dues and assessments are paid for each lot or parcel owned.
However, if the owner of two or more full lots or
parcels desires to combine two or more of such lots
or parcels for purposes of only paying the dues/
assessment for one lot, then the landowner shall

have only one (1) membership for such combined lots or
parcels. However, the vote cannot be split between two
voting areas.
Voting areas: Directors will be chosen to represent seven (7)
areas around Portage Lake as follows:
Davis Drive

East Shore Lane and north end

Klines Resort

Snug Harbor & Nancy Lane

Lake Avenue

South end of lake & Rivolake Drive

One at large member chosen by the new board.
To the extent reasonably practical, each of these 7 areas
shall be represented by one member of the Board of Directors. If there are 7 members of the Board of Directors, one
member of the Board of Directors shall be elected from each
of the 7 areas of the lake. If there are fewer than 7 members
of the Board, reasonable efforts should be made for the
membership of the Board of Directors to be as geographically representative of the 7 areas of the lake as possible.
Bylaws are on-line at www.portagelakefriends.org

Friends of Portage Lake….

Community
Yard Sales
Saturday, Sept. 8, 2012
8 am to 1 pm

Volunteers
Make a Big
Difference
Clean Boats, Clean Waters volunteers can show boaters how to inspect their equipment, demonstrate
cleaning techniques for boats and trailers and share
educational information about invasive species.
Through the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program,
volunteers organize and conduct a boater education
program in their community. Adult and youth teams
educate boaters about where they are most likely to
find invasive species on their recreational watercraft.
For more information, go to the web site:
http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/explore/native
-and-invasive-species/clean-boats-clean-waters/

Host your own sale (keep the proceeds)
OR donate items to the FPL sale.
Bring contributions by Sept. 6 to Judy
Jergens at 52385 Silver St.
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by Kevin Hughes

Lake Ave. 3-Peat’s; Retains “Patriot Cup”

Dispose of unused bait in the trash.
Empty live wells & bilges at the ramp.
Don’t transfer live fish to other waters.
Disinfect live wells & bilges with
bleach solution (½ C bleach/5 gal)

Let equipment dry completely
before using in another waterbody
For more information go to:
www.michigan.gov/vhs

Chris and Linda Miller - Winners of the Patriot Cup for 2012
This year’s 4th of July Boat Parade was led by last year’s winner of
the Patriot Cup, Oz and Linda Osborn. They had the honor of being
able to display this traveling trophy at their home all year, and had
already planned to help their neighbors with some ideas to ensure
the trophy’s return to Lake Ave.
This year, 14 patriotic decorated boats paraded around the lake
and enjoyed all the cheering and flag waiving from the spectators
along the shore. Even Stanley gave his patriotic salute. As the boats
gathered, an image appeared across the water. When it arrived, we
were greeted with a “shot” from the cannon of a US Tank, then a
friendly hello as Chris and Linda Miller emerged from the hatch.
Of course, they were the run-away winners, and their names have
been proudly added to the Patriot Cup. The residents of Lake Ave.
had kept their promise to help someone from their side of the lake
hold the cup for another year. I’ve been told that some “engineers”
from Klines Resort are looking to end the Lake Ave. run. This year
everyone who decorated a boat for the parade was given a miniature
replica of the Patriot Cup. These will be given out each year, so start
planning for next 4th of July.
A special thank you goes out to Ken Koole for putting on a spectacular fireworks show to complete the 4th of July. Ken accepts donations and will soon start working on next years show. You can
contact him at 269-569-0248 and KKoole01@aol.com

Save These Dates!
Community Yard Sales
Sat, Sept. 8, 2012
Annual Meeting
Thurs. Sept 27, 2012
6 pm - Potluck
7 pm - Meeting & Elections
Doubletime Triathlon
Sat, June 1, 2013
Boat Parade
July 4, 2013
Pancake Breakfast
Sat, August 3, 2013

2012 FUNDRAISING REPORT
By Marie Lewis

assist with the sale. If you would
like to help in any way, including donations, please call Judy
at 517-206-7723 or Marie Lewis
at 269-496-7245. The yard sale
is a great fundraiser and a good
way to clean out your closets!
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The Doubletime Triathlon be“Patriot Cup” Winner
gan our year with revenue of
Fundraising Report
$1,112. “Thanks” for everyone’s
Become a friend!
great support, and to Jim MishTreasurer’s report
ler and Spirit Racing for organizing the event.
If you are
Treasurer’s Report
Yard Sale Sept. 8
Special thanks to
planning
Balance Forward
$3,503
Dave Moore and
Volunteers Needed
your
own
Rainbows Aloft Bal- Judy Jergens: 517-206-7723
Income thru August 1:
yard
loon Co. for donat- Marie Lewis: 269-496-7245 fall
Memberships
$1,700
sale,
we
ing a hot air balloon
Donations
$3,320
hope
you
can
schedule
it
for
the
Fundraisers
$ 915
ride to raffle at the Resort Yard
weekend
of
Sept.
8.
We’ll
take
Sale in July. Congratulations to
Expenses:
out some classified ads and prethe lucky winner, Kurt Rigg!
Weed Treatment $5,835
pare a map showing sale locaOn August 4th we held our 3rd
Tax return
$ 124
tions. Email Kevin Hughes at
annual FPL Pancake Breakfast
Other
$ 50
chrisnkev19@comcast.net or
at the Kline’s Resort Clubhouse.
call 649-9535 to add your sale
Ending Balance
$4,541
With the help of so many
location to the map.
Accounts Receivable:
friends and neighbors we had a
Triathlon
$ 1,112
great time together.
Many
THANKS to all the volunteers
who assisted with the ticket
sales, cooking, serving, and
clean up. The fundraisers would
I’m a Friend of
never take place without your
Portage Lake!
help. Thanks to Tama and Joyce
Kline for all your help and guid Membership enclosed
ance, and to Klines Resort for
(please include form)
the use of your facilities. The
 Contribution enclosed:
Pancake Breakfast brought in
$698.50 in donations and prof$___________ (Thanks!)
its. Great job all!
 Add my email address to your newsletter mailing list
This year the Lake Area Yard
Sales will take place on Satur Other: _________________________________
day, September 8th from 8 am to
1 pm. Pat and Judy Jergens
have volunteered to host the
Name: __________________ Phone:___________
FRIENDS OF PORTAGE LAKE
Address: __________________________________
yard sale at their home at 52385
Silver Street, Three Rivers. We
Email: _____________________@___________
are accepting donations of
clean, non-clothing items from
Clip and return to: Friends of Portage Lake, c/o Kathleen Kauffman,
now through Friday, September
56112 Angevine Road, Mendon MI 49072
6th. Volunteers are needed to
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